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thought, implicit in the isolated historian and philosopher Vico,
gathered momentum throughout the eighteenth century; it
found new power in the primitivistic teachings of Rousseau 5 it
joined forces with the romantic quest for the picturesque; it
became a definite doctrine with Herder. When "barbaric"
works like the Niebelungen crashed their way into the urbane
company of masterpieces, to draw a list of the "best books"
became a formidable task. There was no longer any single
criterion, dogmatic or traditional. The function of the critic was
no longer to guard the gate, but to explore.

Still, the obstinate hope remained. The enormous and teem-
ing chaos of the new world must be reduced to some kind of
discipline. Who knows? Perhaps even the old discipline, the
ancient hierarchy, with here and there a timely concession to
the new elements, a commoner or a barbarian promoted to
patrician standing. Hence the insistent demand for the official
list of "the best which has been thought and said in the world,"
the books that are "necessary and sufficient," those "that every
child should know": a list not so long as to discourage the busy
modern man 5 catholic enough to reconcile all parties j yet defi-
nite enough to serve as an effective test of culture.

Of making many lists there is no end \ but they need not be
a weariness of the flesh. On the contrary, there are few more
delectable parlor games. It is good, when studying World
Literature, to come to some preliminary and flexible agreement
as to the extent of the field. Any class or club interested in the
subject would do well to begin with such a symposium. Even
the isolated reader will find it profitable to take stock of his
initial knowledge: the books he has read, those that he knows
by reputation only, and which seem to him proper candidates
for World Literature. Such a list does not claim objective and
final value j it is open to constant revision. At any rate, the road
into World Literature thus starts from your own doorsteps*

As we cannot conduct such a symposium with our readers,
we shall take as our starting point Sir John Lubbock's once
famous list, proposed in 1885. It may seem odd, in twentieth-